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A HISTORY OF POSTAL SERVICE
in BOYNTON BEACH

is the title of the talk planned for the September 17t meeting of the Boynton Beach Historical Society.
Richard Monahan, who served as Postmaster from 1962 and 1987, will also discuss Boynton Beach’s
growth since the 1960s.

Richard has lived in Boynton since 1958 and has a long list of service to and activities in the
community. He began work with the post office in January, 1959, as a letter carrier and in October 1962
his appointment as Postmaster was confirmed by the United States Senate and President John Kennedy.
He is a U.S. Army Veteran and was a Charter Member of the Boynton Jaycees, served as the Boynton
Kiwanis Club President in 1969, and as a member of the Boynton Civil Service Appeals Board from 1970
to 1972. He is very proud of the fact that more recently in 2008 he became responsible in a
communications disaster for supplying radio communication for Bethesda Hospital through the Amateur
Radio Emergency Service.

Filoridz '

BOYNTON POST OFFICE HISTORY
LAk A talk by former Postmaster
Richard Monahan

Monday, September 17, 6:30 pm

BOYNTON BEACH CITY LIBRARY
Program Room

ALL PROGRAMS OF THE BOYNTON

e : BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARE
Richard Monahan with his amateur shortwave radio OPEN FREE TO THE PUBLIC!
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April. For review, the President presides over 8 program
meetings a year and at least 4 meetings of the Board of
Directors. The President sits ex-officio on the Board of
the Schoolhouse Children’s Museum [the Cultural
Center], and gives help and encouragement where
needed to help other members of the Board of the
Historical Society fuffill their obligations.

Thank you all for your many kindnesses to me over

the years. o
247(56/@

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Boynton Beach Historical Society will be Monday,
September 24 at 6:30 pm. The place will be announced
at the September 17t program meeting and on the
website. The Chair also usually sends the members an
email reminder shortly before the meeting. Any member
of the Society in good standing is welcome to attend the
meeting and may introduce items and/or participate in
the discussion, but only members of the Board may vote
on items of business. An agenda will be forthcoming.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

| am in my eleventh year as the president of the
Boynton Beach Historical Society. When this year is
complete, | will have served this group as president for a
total of 13 years since | completed two years in the
1990s. It has been my pleasure to have worked with
and known so many of you for so many years and | am
most grateful for the many friendships and the support |
have enjoyed during those years. But when this term
ends in the spring of 2013, | will be 82 years old and |
think | am overdue for a replacement. If a new president
wants me to and there is no one else clamoring for the
position, | will continue to write The Historian indefinitely.

We have many wonderful members in the Society,
and there are numerous ones who could serve
effectively as president. Someone younger than | with
more energy and a slew of new ideas would enthuse us
all. Be thinking about names, including your own, to put
before the Society for election at our Annual Meeting in

MORE OLD BUILDINGS GONE

The stucco two-story building that stood on the corner
of NW 1st Street and NW 1st Avenue, a block west of the
First United Methodist Church, was demolished by the
owner this summer. Several members appealed to the
City Board for Historic Preservation and to the owner,
but to no avail. Despite provisions calling for a review,
the Board has no power to stop demolition. The ultimate
decision is in the hands of the owner. The house was
once the residence of Orville Knuth, an early Mayor of
the city. It was later owned by Joel and Bonne Baskin.

Another building on the north side of Ocean Avenue
just west of the FEC railroad tracks was also
demolished. Harvey E. Oyer, Jr. had bought this
building from his mother, Freda Oyer’s, estate. The
business property had been vacant for a number of
years and had last housed Carson’s Mower Service and
a Fix-It Shop. Before his death in 2010, Harvey had
drafted plans and begun work on restoration. The
wooden floors had rotted away, and on the walls only the
stucco on lathe remained, temporarily propped up since
the wood in the walls had also decomposed. The roof
was gone. The Oyer children contemplated continuing
their father's restoration plans, but they ultimately
decided the costs would be too great.
[Several pictures of the razing of the Oyer building are
on page 9]
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The Rain

The rain is coming soon,
But don’t be sad and weary
For it will stop at noon
Though it may be long and
dreary. —Hazel Lacey.

FOURTH GRADE

L

What We Made

This week Mrs. Burr was sick and
we had a girl from the high schodi;
for our teachcr. We sta to mak:|
Faster posters for Mrs. Burr fo';
7 wait she eaize baek . T havon't mis I
tin:shed yet. iveryone in our
& making one for her, r‘?

Mary B'anchette and Zetha Croue . | S
made theirs together. They put ve:
qrass n . tl ir poster. ¥ i

them first. Then we made a list of
the states. Then we made a list of
pioducts of each state. Then we
wrote about the important cities and
why they were imp rtant. Now we
are on the Souther - stutes. We have
just made a mar o' .iem.
-—Cliet Cloez.

The Operetta

The fourth, fifth and sixth prade-
are goiny to give an operetia the
last of <chool. There ai. so many
pretty songs in it that T don’t know
which 1 would like to sing. There is
‘ne song aboul a rohin that every-
vody likes . Mrs. Crslwin’ said
:lrol!ﬂ'ef' it brst because the word

¥
i T i

o ‘orothy James.

¥
v
§

—Lena Nur.—"i

In Spare Time

The first and second fudu
made some animals out of soap. T
carved them and mounted "
black paper that they cut &
egg. In our room we are m
Fuster borders on the blacksoa .
There is first a basket, then tn o .
That is the way the border iz made,
At the end of the border is & rablit.
t looks so pretty, T think. We child-
ven made up the design ourselves.

- —Aileen Leweren:.

Fourth Grade Gzogiaphy 1

The fourth grade has besn studying
the New England stat~s the Miudie
Atlantic States and the Centwai
states. We made nom-p of eacl af:

» THIRD GRADI
i A
Our Sand ‘fable
We thought of making our ‘ uil

", table after we got the playground

things on our scheol grounds. It
went to the fair and brought us back

. |a prize of one dollar. Charles, Frank
and  Wendell

helped. The girls

dressed the dolls. -—Bonnie.

Weather Revort March 12
I have not seen tht'mn today.

| The clouds are gray and white now.

The wind is blowing cold today.

‘{t !ooks jik: it is ﬁ to rain.

t is very dusty outside— )
The flowers are pretty i
And tho trees ure green.

Th» prass is growing very beautifully
But cverythirg nﬁdthe rain.

~Adell Lunsford.
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SIXTH GRADE

Mornine Exercises

The sixth grade is divided into fouc
cows. Each row has charge of the
worning exercises for ane week. The
teacher said that Samuel's row has
had the best exercise yet.

—Bernal Austin.

Our Play

The fourth, fifth and sixth grades
are going to have a play. It will be
given at the last of school. The name
of it is “The Jolly Picnic Party.” .

~—Herman Huber.

My Trip
In geography class in the sixth
grade we ave taking an imagiaary
trip around the United States, I am
goi~¢ to Detroit, Michigan. On my
way 1| am going to stop at Irdian-
apolis ,Ind,, to se: my friend, Oscar
V7 nchester. Then I shall go on to
troit and go to Canada. T'rom
1 -hall finish my tour,

—-Clarenee Bonsor.

Our Flowers

.In our room we have a Kinds of

flowers. We have some .narigolds,
petunias and other irter. -ting plants.
v/'» heve a wviolet that will soon be

blooming.
—Martha My-1s.

FIFTH GRADE

" FORTEN
1

My Trip to the Newspaper

Office

Wednesday the fourth and fifth

rardes went to Palm Beach to the '

Daily News printing office. When we

got there we got in groups to go in.
First the fourth grade went in to see
it, then the group that I was in.

“The first thing I saw was a ma-
chi. that looked like a sew..g ma-
chine.  With this machine they
sc.wed the. magazines together with
Wire. .

Then we went upstairs into a room
that was called “the hot reom.” In
this r.uom they had a big pot that had
melted lead in it. Then we went into
another room. Tn that room were
four typeset ing . machines. These

el |

F o W

These pages from a school newspaper from 1928 are self explanatory. The inside pages, 2 and 3, follow on our page 4.

w
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Spelling Honors

On our blackboard we have the
names of the children who get 100 all
week. They get their names on the
gpelling honor roll and get a star for
each week’s perfect record. The ones
with the stars are Grace, Hazel,
Betty, Lena, Martile, Helen and

Katherine.
—Betty Lou Garrett.

Easter Joy

Once there was a little bunny rab-
bit. He was going through a meadow
the night before Easter i~ ':hﬂ house

of a little poor girl. He had a baskeot
of eolored eggs on his arm. When
the little bunny rabbit got to the lit-
tle girl’s house he made nests of
straw and put the eggs in them.
When morning came there was a
happy little gir]l who went running
around hunting for the eggs with a
little basket on her arm.
—Katherine Rousseau.

My Trip to Bartow

Last summer I went to Bartow. I
surely had a nice time. We stayed
with my aunt for a month.

1 went to the movies 'most every
night. all but Sunday night, went I
went to church, The last night I was
in Bartow a parade came there. 1
thought it was the prettiest thing. A
woman was sitting i a bed of hearts.
It was a valentine and some woman
and children had on dresses of hearts
with “Be my valentine” and “I love

you” on them.
~~Betty Garrvett.

Hazel Lacey (who later married Winston McGregor), Margaret Meredith, Katherine Rousseau, Bernal Austin, and Adeli Lunsford are names related to people we have

The I:‘ionor Roll

The fourth and fifth grades have
a blackbeard that is at the back of
the room Mrs. Burr, cur teacher,
puts the names of pupils there who
get 100 all the week in spelling and
gives them a star for each week’s
perfect record.

Those who have one star are: Lena
Near, Martile Jordan, Helen Bourn
‘and Katherine Rousseau.

Those who have two stars are:
Hazel Lacy and Betty Garrett.

Grace Woodruff has three stars.

; —Grace Woodruff.

What We Did

Today we had a test about the New
England states. Some of us did not
know the products and some did. We
drew a map of the New England
states, then we wrote the products,
then the names of the important
cities and why they were important.

—Earl Laughter.

A Visit to the Fair

When I went to the fair Tuesday,
March 6, 1928, the first thing I did
was to go into the building that had
the posters in it. When I got in there
1 saw my own poster. You ean imag-
ine how surprised I was.

Then I rode on the merry-go-round,
and then on some little airplanes,
That was all.

I raw a lady half man and half
woman. I also saw a man with a
rubber skin.

Then I caught sight of a spinning
wheel. 1 spent forty cents trying to
win a rabbit.

—Margaret Meredith.
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machines had keys like a typewriter.
The man would hit the keys and a
riece of brass would come out into a
ittle tray. These pieces of brass had
molds of letters cut in them. The
line of type was cast from these
molds.

Then there was an arm of steel
that came duwn and got the pieces of
brass and took them back to the top
of the machine, and the brass pieces
foli into the holes whe e they be-
lonmed. These pieces of brass are
used over and over.

The man who owns this place is
My, Osear G. Davies.

Then we went downstairs and we
saw machines to print and fold the
sherts of paper.

Then every girl and boy in the
fourth and fifth grade was given
a piece of lead called a line of type
with their name on it and a serateh
pud and a Palm Beach Life maga-
zine. ~—Grace Woodruff,

Spring
The birds are singing gaily,
As gaily as can be.
Cl ildren are playing lightly

Under the apple tr-e.
—Hazel Lacey.

The School Bus

Out west of town the road is closed
and the children have to go around
by the Lantana road on a school bus.
The road is about six miles around.
About twenty children ride on it. The

bus is full
—Betty Lou Garrett.

Our Picnic Party

The fourth, fifth and sixth grades
are going to give a play, or operztta,
at the end of this school year. The
name of it is “Our Picenic Party.”
Nearly everyone in it has a song to
sing all by themselves. In it the char-
actere will he Crandma Dot Hazel,
Sam, Annie, Flora and lots of others,
besides the school children and the
brownies. —Pauline Laughter.

Prize Story Illustrations

- The first and second prizes for fifth
grade story illustrations at the eounty
fair were won by girls in our room,
the first prize by Zerephy Tabit and
the second by Margaret Meredith.

Zerepl'g's sbor% was ‘“Little Red
Riding Hood.” here were six pie-
tures of Red Riding Hood taking the
basket, meeting the wolf, picking
flowers, going to the bed, runming
from the wolf and thanking the hunt-
er for killing the wolf.

Margaret's story was “Pinocchio,”
ko story of a marionstte. There
were six pietures, The first picture
was Pinocchio being carved, another
showed him running away, the third
pieturad him in the house of the Talk-
ing Cricket, the fourth going to school, -
and the others were Pinocchio being
hung and caught in the door.

~—Jimmie Newkir!

discussed somewhere in prior issues. Can any reader tell us more about them or about some of the other people named in the paper?



DEMOLITION PICTURES - OYER BUILDING

SR\, o
This building stood just west of the FEC tracks at 413
E. Ocean Avenue. It was probably built in the early 1920s,
but records of buildings built around that time or earlier
may not have appeared on tax rolls until some time after
the Town of Boynton was incorporated in 1920. The dates
on the City and County records often do not reflect the true

time of construction .
[Photos courtesy of Christian Oyer Macoviak]

June 24, 1943

The

Miss Patricia Maddox
Weds Horace Jones

WEST ' PALM BEACH—Joining
the parade of spring brides Sunday
was Miss Patricia Maddox, who
married Flight Officer Horacer H
Jones in-a ceremony at 6 p. m. at
the First Methodist church. The
candle-lighted altar was banked
with ﬁnenery and white flowers.

ey, Clare Cotion read the

Miss Benson Honors
Miss Patricia Mattox
BOYNTON BEACH—Miss Len-

ore Benson entertained Thu
evening in honor of Miss Patricia

Maddox, whose engagement and
approaching marriage to F/O N

MORE ON ROUSSEAUS AND SOME FRIENDS

P —

service. Orghnist was Mrs. Eunice
Washburn of Miami,. while Miss
Thelma Partin of Boynton Beach

Given in marriage by her grand-
father, R. H. Rousseau, the bride
wore white marquisette . with
finger-tip veil and carried white
rosebuds surrounding a white or-
chid, showered with tibe roses:
Her maid of honor was Miss Alice
Rosseau. Lt. Gordon Grip of Hen- .
dricks field, Sebring, was best man,
Ushers were Capt. William A. Ryan
and Li. Clyde Brown. Miss Lenore
Benson of Boynton Beach had

|charge of the guest book at.the

church.

The ceremony was followed by a
reception at the home of the bride’s
mother, Mrs. Mildred Maddox, 2411
Parker ave. Mrs, Maddox was as-

H. Jones, Bo sisted by Mrs. K. H. Roussedu,
land, Texas, mn i,:g;“u'm?& Mrs. V. R. Rousseau and Mrs. Paul
Gifts were prese; D. Suiter. Ca
oree by"the guests, r:;e,:e t:tewh The bridegroom attended Bow.
were schoolmates at Boyaton F doin college, Brunswick. Me., after
School, including Mr. and W graduating from high school in his
George James Marion James# Nome city, N. Reading. Mass. He
Miss Patricia Jean Hitz, Mhnmes, is a Kappa Sigma fraternity mem-
lores Gardner, Miss Pe, ther ber. He returned in September
of Benton, Tenn. Mi. ‘P ¢ from .the European war theater
Partin, Robert D, Whls:e acqueline:  ((jih 35 nombing missions to-his
D. Brown, Lieutenant 2 Cirke credit. He is holder of the DFC.
Lieutenant Bregbaker i odoWs:| Ithe Air Medal and a Presidential ™
Brosle, Lie reu , Lieutenant,  &i-einn. 3 o i
Mr. and Mrs, Fred pocmland and| " F.0 Jones and his bride will
i : R ! | make their home in Big Springs,
Tex. where he is stationed.
.‘_'_7 e e e et

A member of the Rousseau family, William P. Suiter,
sent the above newspaper articles from June, 1945 to the
Society. Your editor decided to print them because we had
quite a bit on the Rousseaus in a spring newsletter. These
articles include the names of family members of several
current Board members as well as other members of the
Historical Society. Board member Gloria Partin Tumner is a
sister to Jacqueline Partin and Thelma Partin both of whom
are mentioned. Lenore Benson Boonstra is a long time
member of the Society. William James is also a current
member. Rousseau family members who are currently
members include Sheila Rousseau Taylor, Frances Tuite
McKeral, J. Robert Rousseau, Daniel R. Suiter and William
P. Suiter. It is interesting to see the long term involvement
of families in the continuing history of the town.

POSTAL EXHIBIT AT LIBRARY
City and Historical Society Archivist Janet DeVries has
assembled another one of her excellent displays, this one
on the postal service of Palm Beach Couonty, open
through September 17, City Library, 2nd floor. Cal 742
-6390 for more information,
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This photo is labeled “Boynton — Team Picture, -Iaude Ross 2nd Row,‘2nd from left and Prof. Williamson, Principal of
Boynton School in late 1920s and early 1030s.” Do any of you recognize anyone? What team was this?



