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ART DECO ARCHITECTURE in S0uth Florida
Come listen to Sharon Koskoff, Founding President of the Art Deco Society of the Palm Beaches and a
highly regarded local artist, tell us about an architectural style noted for its bold and decorative characteristics.
Although the name did not come into usage until the 1960s, Art Deco represents a form which may date from the
beginning of the 20th century. Many examples are found throughout the United States and in other parts of the world.
Ms. Koskoff is a full time professional artist
known for her Decometric murals, graphic designs,
children’s programming and love of architecture. She is
currently an art instructor at Old School Square. She
received her Bachelor Arts, cum laude, from Brooklyn
College, and a second degree in Color Theory from the
New York School of Interior Design. She has completed
numerous murals in the area. She has taught classes
and workshops in a multitude of education facilities
including the Norton Museum of Art, Boca Museum of
Art, Palm Beach Institute of Contemporary Art, Palm
Beach Community College, Vero Museum of Art, Edna
Hibel Museum, Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale, and
Wolfsonian Art Museum

What:

Artist Sharon Koskoff,
Discussion and slide presentation

Topic:

Understanding Art Deco
Architecture in South Florida

Where:

Boynton Woman’s Club
1010 South Federal Highway

Date:
Time:

Monday, February 13, 200
7:00 p.m.

All programs of The Boynton Beach
Historical Society are Open and
Free to the General Public.

Two views of a home in the Boynton area in the Art Deco style
The black and white photographs do not reveal the bright colors
setting off the various decorative features.
The house is owned by Linda Stabile, a member of the Historical
Society. She is an advocate for the preservation of the buildings
which exemplify this architectural style. Our speaker will discuss
and show other examples that are found throughout South Florida.
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NOMINATIONS FOR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The time is near for the Boynton Beach
Historical Society to elect new officers, directors and
trustees for the 2005-2006 year. Although we pay dues
according to the calendar year, January 1 to December
31, officers serve from May to May after elections are
held in March. That way new ones have some time to
adjust to their new duties before the fiscal year begins.
All the officers (see above) are elected annually,
and two directors and two trustees rotate off after having
served three year terms.
If you are interested in serving on the Board,
please let us know as soon as possible. Harvey E. Oyer
is Nominating Committee chair and can be reached at
561-732-8344 (home), 561-732-9305 Ex 204 (office), or
561-596-5312 (cell), or e-mail Voncile at
smithvm@bellsouth.net (Harvey does not do computers)
FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH
In honor of the many contributions our citizens of
African descent have made to American society, The
Historian usually includes some special note to celebrate
Black History or Black Heritage Month. You may have
noticed the commemorative stamp we have selected this
month which features Academy Award winner Hattie
McDaniel, one of the stars of Gone With the Wind. In the
next column, we feature three American writers of note.

TO HONOR BLACK HERITAGE—
Wally Amos. Wallace Amos, Jr. known as
Wally Amos was born in Tallahassee in 1936. He
showed interest in cooking from an early age and was
inspired by his aunt’s chocolate chip cookies. After
serving in the Air Force, he went to New York City where
he eventually got a clerical job working for the William
Morris Agency. Soon he became the agency’s first black
talent agent, working with stars such as Diana Ross &
the Supremes, Simon & Garfunkel, and others. He
attracted clients by sending them chocolate chip cookies,
which he baked himself, along with a note to visit him. In
1975 a friend suggested that he set up a store to sell his
cookies. That year the first “Famous Amos” restaurant
opened in Los Angeles. His new company expanded
rapidly, and soon “Famous Amos” chocolate chip cookie
bags could be found in supermarkets across the country.
He has had guest spots in a number of sitcoms, gives
lectures, and has written 13 books including Watermelon
Magic: Seeds of Wisdom, Slices of Life, and The
Famous Amos Story: The Face That Launched a
Thousand Chips.
Zora Neale Hurston. Although born in Alabama,
Hurston grew up in Eatonville, Florida. She is an
acclaimed American author who received her B.A. from
Barnard College in anthropology. Her background in
ethnographic training led to work with noted
anthropologist Franz Boas at Columbia University, and
later with Ruth Benedict and fellow anthropologist
Margaret Mead. After she died penniless, her grave in
Ft. Pierce, dating from 1960, was unmarked until
discovered by writer Alice Walker in 1975. Walker
marked it, and wrote an article published in Ms.
Magazine which led to a revived interest in Hurston’s
work. Her most widely read novel is Their Eyes Were
Watching God which was adapted into a teleplay in
2005. Most critics now write that her works suffered
neglect because of cultural and political factors of her
time.
James Weldon Johnson. Born in Jacksonville,
Johnson was a leading African American author, poet,
early civil rights activist, and prominent figure in the
Harlem Renaissance. He was the first African American
accepted to the Florida bar. He served in several public
positions including consul to Venezuela and Nicaragua.
He was one of the first black professors at New York
University. He is, however, best remembered for his
writing which includes novels, poems, and folklore
collections. He wrote the lyrics and his brother the music
for Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing, commonly known as the
“Black National Anthem.”
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[pgs 3 & 6 in original]

[pgs 4 & 5 in original]

UPDATES, AND A FEW CORRECTIONS--In the November Historian, we printed the picture reproduced below:

The caption we used at the time identified the event as a City Council
Meeting, March 4, 1975. The names listed were correct, but we failed to
identify all pictured as former mayors. We repeat their names with the
years they served as mayor. Back Row L to R: Fred Benson 1941-1944;
W.T. (Sam) Woolbright 11/8/48–1/3/49; Stanley Weaver 1956; Harvey Oyer
1960; John Archie 1961 & 1963; Thomas Summers 6 mos 1962 & 1970; J
Willard Pipes 6 mos 1962; Front Row L to R: Joe DeLong 1974 & 1976;
Emily Jackson 1978; Robert Effron 1972; Forest Wallace 1971; James
Mahoney 1959 & 1965; Vincent Gallo 1964; Walter Madsen 1966, David
Roberts 1975.
Sandy McGregor e-mailed the history of the house shown in January:

The home in the photo of E.L and Mae Winchester was purchased by
Albert and Ruth McGregor sometime between 1939 (when Margie was
born) and 1943 (when I was born). I came home to that house after my
birth. It was our home until Albert sold it in the summer of 1961 to Bob
Collier, a realtor. It was then that the “office’ was built on the front of the
house and the Colliers lived there and Mr. Collier had his real estate
business in the “office.” The 2 car garage with laundry room was
demolished after 1961. Margie was in that house not too many years before
she died. Very little had been done to the interior at that time. With owner
Conti Reality I am sure much of the interior is different. It had a coquina
rock fireplace with built-in bookcases on either side. The formal dining
room also had built-in china cabinets with a window seat between them
under the windows that can be seen to the right of the chimney in the photo.
Hardwood floors throughout, and HURRICANE SHUTTERS which we used
in the 1949 hurricane. Margie and I often fantasized about purchasing the
house, moving in and restoring it. [Ed. Note: The house still stands at 915
S. Federal Hwy and is still a real estate office.]

LOCAL PIONEER FOODS
[In 1969 Lillian “Freda” Voss Oyer wrote a brief history of Boynton Beach.
The following is an excerpt that pertains to the foods she, her parents and
grandparents had in her childhood. Freda was born on Hypoluxo Island in
1896, but her family lived in Hypoluxo three miles north of Boynton during
her girlhood.]

“To the women in pioneer days the problems of food
and housekeeping were greater even than the lonliness and
work. This was made more difficult because almost without
exception the families who came to south Florida were from
cities or towns.
They were accustomed to all the
conveniences of that time.
“As for actual food, nature provided it plentifully
except for the staples such as flour, sugar, spices or
seasonings, milk and butter.
“The lake was teeming with fish, oysters and ducks.
There were turtles on the beach to provide additional items of
diet while turtle egg pancakes were a treat. These were
made with a quantity of the egg whites beaten stiff and folded
into the batter. Venison and turkey were in the woods.
“Grapes and huckleberries grew in abundance.
There were wild mulberry trees, pawpaws and the sapadillo
with its dead-sweet, brown fruit dripping with syrup when
broken open.
“Along the banks of the canal and in the low damp
ground the elderberry bushes grew. They were attractive
shrubs with great clusters of white bloom. Later, the
quantities of berries furnished many delicious pies. Some of
the men would tell you they also made delicious wine.
“ Besides the berry pies, in the very early days here
my Grandmother Pierce made cactus pies. Cactus here in
this part of the state grow close to the ground. The blossom
was flat, as large as a teacup and gleaming like golden satin.
After the blossom dies, a fruit develops. It is round, about the
size of a small guava, and covered with small sharp spines.
Using long handled fork for piercing the fruit and a long knife
for cutting it off and peeling, still Grandmother always got
some cactus spines in her fingers.
“Jellies and jams were made from huckleberry,
grapes, and seagrapes. Altho’ the wild grapes and the
quantity of huckleberries have all vanished before the
builders, the seagrapes yet grow on the beach ridge. They
are attractive shrubs and trees so often they are planted in
yards now, for looks, not jelly.
“The first to come to the shores of Lake Worth had
only one vegetable – palmetto cabbage. Today hearts of
palm is rather a gourmet item, but then cabbage cooked with
white bacon was ordinary food. Of course, getting the
palmetto cabbage killed the tree. Indeed, the tree was usually
chopped down. But who cared? There were hundreds
growing everywhere.
“Many of the fruits and flowers which grew in
bountiful profusion were native, but undoubtedly some were
from seeds borne on the high winds or washed ashore from
ships.
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