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BOYNTON’S HISTORY THROUGH PICTURES
Two members of the Boynton Beach Historical Society, Janet DeVries and Randy Gill, using Powerpoint will
discuss two projects they have been working on together at our March 13 meeting. Many of you have already
seen the product of the first of these projects, the Arcadia book Images of America: Boynton Beach, which was
published last year. The new project entails using another set of pictures, this time post-cards of the area around
Boynton Beach which Janet and Randy are currently collecting. They will describe how they selected the
pictures included in the first book and what the focus of the second book will be. The proceeds from the sale of
both these products helps support the 1913 Schoolhouse Children’s Museum.

WHAT:

TOPIC:

Janet DeVries and Randy Gill WHERE:
Discussion and Powerpoint
Presentation
DATE:
Boynton’s History Through
Pictures

TIME:

Boynton Beach City Library
Monday, March 13, 2006
6:30 p.m.

All programs of the Boynton Beach Historical Society are OPEN and FREE to
the General Public. For more information call Voncile Smith at 561-734-5653.
A RECOLLECTION OF EARLY SCHOOL
[The February issue of The Historian included an excerpt from a brief
history of Boynton Beach that Lillian Voss Oyer wrote in 1969 in which
she described the foods of her girlhood. This excerpt describes the
school situation.]

“The families were not here long before they decided
they needed a school. The first teacher in Boynton was
Miss Maud Gee. The school opened with so few pupils
that little Glenn Murray of tender years was enrolled to
make the required number. He says he didn’t learn
anything because he proved so distracting he was sent
outside to play. [Ed.note: Glenn Murray was 3 years old at the time.]
“I did not attend school here. I rode my bicycle to a little
school in the north end of Lantana. When I first recall
Boynton School it was a small wooden building just west of
Boynton Elementary. I knew it then because the infrequent
Church services were held there.

“In September of 1911, the first high school pupils of
Boynton entered the high school in West Palm Beach, the
only high school in Palm Beach County. It was a concrete
block building at the west end of Hibiscus Avenue. All
classes from kindergarden [sic] to twelfth grade were in the
one building. Professor I.I. Himes was the principal. All
grades except kindergarden [sic] went to the auditorium
every morning for Chapel. There was group singing,
scripture reading by Professor Himes, and the Lord’s
Prayer. Our scripture was the First Psalm and 13 chapter
of First Corinthians. My recollection is he read one or the
other. After4 four years of Chapel I came out knowing both
by memory.
“The actual getting to high school presented a problem.
Mrs. Charles Harper helped make plans and went with us
to enroll. We went by train every morning at 7:00.
[continued to page 2]
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white duck trousers, white shoes and socks, and black
coats. The girls all wore white lace, satin and chiffon.
They all looked so nice we Juniors stopped hugging and
congratulating the Seniors and told each other that we
would be there next year. Just think! I am a Senior.’
“Our fourth year the School Board bought a seven
passenger Buick. It was driven by Charlie Pierce and
Arthur Murray, one of the brothers of Glenn Murray of the
first school here. Arthur had joined the group of pupils from
Boynton a year before. Charles Pierce, the first boy born in
Boynton, was the second student from Boynton to graduate
from the county high school, in 1915.”

OFFICERS AND BOARD TO BE ELECTED
The Bylaws require that Officers and other Board
members of the Historical Society be elected in March. All
the officers are elected annually. Directors and Trustees
each serve three-year staggered terms, so two Directors
and two Trustees are subject to election this year. If you
are interested in serving in one of the positions or in
nominating someone to serve, please contact Harvey Oyer
at 561-732-8344 (H) or 561-732-9305 Ex. 204 (O) or call
Nainie Weems Weaver at 561- 736-5722.

[RECOLLECTION . . . continued from page 1]

The first pupils from Boynton were Ella Harper who
entered as a sophomore in 10th grade, Theresa Hilliard,
Vera Funk, Hazel Daugharty (Mrs. Andrew Houston),
Charles Pierce. They were joined in Hypoluxo by Louise
and Howard Dimick, Freda Voss, and Clara Anderson
in Lantana.
“ Howard and Charlie rode motorcycles. All the girls went
on the train. We were met at the station in West Palm
Beach by a horse drawn conveyance driven by a sandy
haired woman. Away we clattered clear across West Palm
Beach. In the afternoon we were driven back to get the
afternoon train. The second year the School Board hired
Frank Tenbrook of Delray to take us in his large seven
passenger automobile. By the third year there were so
many pupils two trips were necessary.
“That third year of 1914 Ella Harper graduated. The first
person from Boynton to finish high school in the county. I
wrote in my diary about this as I was one of the juniors.
“From my diary – June 6 – 1914:
“’School closed yesterday and I was exempt in
everything. We juniors decorated the state all purple and
gold. There were eight seniors –
Gladys
Evelyn
Minnie
Ella Harper
Jack
Raymond
Lloyd
Stockton Bryant
“’There was a big fuss about Raymond and Jack. Mr.
Lewis made them graduate but Whitney (Himes) will
graduate with us next year. My but they all looked just
lovely and the program was splendid. The boys all wore

GONE, GONE, GONE!
The south side of East Ocean Avenue as it looked in the
1960s. All the buildings in the two blocks from SE 2nd
Avenue to Ocean Avenue along Federal Highway have
been razed to make room for a ten-story high rise and
shops and condominiums.
Signs still visible in the picture show Jack’s Camera
Center and the Boynton Hotel. Barely showing on the right
hand side beyond the hotel is the old Masonic Hall and
beyond that the frame building that was the first home to
the Boynton Woman’s Club. The Woman’s Club building,
more recently referred to as the Bean Building after the
Bean family ownership, was condemned and torn town by
the City of Boynton Beach about three years ago despite
some work that Bob Katz had done in hopes of converting
it into a restaurant..
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PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS
The Board of Directors at its February, 2006 meeting recommended that the following amendments to the Bylaws of the
Boynton Beach Historical Society be adopted. Because the Bylaws are nearly five single-spaced typewritten pages, the full contents are
not included in this newsletter. If a member in good standing would like to have a full copy please call Voncile at 561-734-5653 and she
will mail you one. The changes to Article IV are presented first because they indicate why the changes are necessary to Article II. We
will vote on these proposed changes during the March meeting.
Current text is listed followed by proposed wording in boldface italics.
ARTICLE IV: MEETINGS
Section 1:

The Society shall have six regular meetings per year, one each in the months of July, September,
November, January, March, and May.

Section 2:

The regular meeting held in the month of May shall be the Annual Meeting.

[Proposed changes]
Section 1:
The Society shall meet regularly at least six times a year at a time and place designated by the
Directors, except that the Society must meet in the month of April for the Annual Meeting.

Board

of

[Delete old Section 2 since it would be contained in Section 1. Change numbering of old Sections 3 and 4 to read as new
Section 2 and Section 3.]
ARTICLE II:

OFFICERS

Section 2:

At the regular November meeting, a Nominating Committee of five members shall be appointed by the President.
Three will be Board members and two will be from the general membership. It shall be the duty of this committee to
nominate a candidate for each office that is to be filled at the annual meeting in March. The Nominating Committee
shall report to the membership at the regular meeting in January. Before the election at the annual meeting in
March, additional nominations from the floor shall be permitted.

Section 3:

If more than one candidate per office, or if by a majority request of the members present, the election will be by
ballot. Otherwise election will be by voice vote, one office at a time; or the entire slate can be elected by acclamation
on a two-thirds vote of those present and voting. Terms of office except the Trustees and Directors will be one year
or until their successors are elected, and their term of office shall begin at the close of the regular May meeting.
Trustees and Directors terms of office shall be for three years or until their successors are elected, with two Trustees
and two Directors elected each year to assume office at the close of the regular May meeting.

[Proposed changes]
Section 2:
At a regular meeting at least two months prior to the Annual Meeting in April, a Nominating Committee shall
be appointed by the President. Three will be Board members and two will be from the general membership.
It shall be the duty of this committee to nominate a candidate for each office that is to be filled at the Annual
Meeting in April. The Nominating Committee shall report a list of candidates to the membership during the
Annual Meeting in April prior to the vote. Before the election at the Annual Meeting in Aril, additional
nominations from the floor shall be permitted.
Section 3:

If more than one candidate per office, or if by a majority request of the members present, the election will be
by ballot. Otherwise, election will be by voice vote, one office at a time; or the entire slate can be elected by
acclamation on a two-thirds vote of those present and voting. Terms of all officers except the Trustees and
Directors will be one year or until their successors are elected, and their terms of office shall begin at the
close of the regular April meeting. The terms of office for Trustees and Directors shall be for three years or
until their successors are elected, with two Trustees and two Directors elected each year to assume office at
the close of the regular April meeting.

Rationale: The current Bylaws contain inconsistencies about the month for the Annual Meeting. We have been holding elections in
March and having people assume office at the end of the May meeting. Usual practice is to have officers assume office immediately
after election, which this change would permit. Also we have not been following the prescribed schedule in old Bylaws for meeting
months. Most members do not want a July meeting. The changes would permit more flexibility. For the past several years we have
had program meetings in September, October, November, January, February, March, April, and May. This schedule has worked well,
but it is outside the months prescribed by the current Bylaws.
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2006 MEMBERS
The following are the names your editor had
received for paid members up until March 1, 2006. If
you have paid and do not see your name, it will be
published in the April newsletter.
Individual Memberships:
Beverly G. Agee
Marvin T. Benson
Norman Blood
Barbara Bonin
Doris Braunworth
Marilyn Brook
Callie Rousseau Brown
Beverly Cormany
Gillian Davis
Ramona S. Davis
Arleen Dennison
Lucile Dickinson
Judy Duxbury
Christine Edward
Jim Edward
Denise Edwards
Virginia K. Farace
Robert W. Ganger
Barbara Louise Gellner
M. Randall Gill
Margaret Garnett Harris
Ruth J. Jones
Sue Kruse
Nancy Murray Lacy
Wilese Jones Langford
Fred W. Love
Helen Adams Meisenheimer
Anne Weems Michael
Gene Moore
Rosalie Avaroe Morrissey
Gerald Murray
P. Suzanne Murray
Marjorie W. Nelson
Marianne Nitzsche
Sandra L. Pike
Lenore Benson Raborn
Andy Richardson
Camilla Richardson
Warrick C. Robinson
Dan Rousseau
Eleanor Murray Sala
James D. Shelton
J.H. “Gym” Weeks
Raymond E. Weeks

William Raleigh Weeks
Randolph Williams
Family Memberships:
Bruce Brown and Stacy Herig
James and Marjorie L. Bynum
L. Don and Jeanne Combs
William and Nancy Earnhart
Martin J. and Irene Feeney
Vincent J. and Betty W. Gallo
Bob W. and Jeanne Gayler
David A. and Marlene Ginaven
Richard V. and Judith Howard
William G. and Erma O. James
William and Theresa Marcacci
Vivian McBride and Pauline Bobik
Nancy Hood McNamee, Edythe Hood, and Sally Hood
Helen Senior, Charles Senior, and Fred Senior
Leland and Donna Smith
Linda Louise Stabile
John and Kathleen T. Suiter
Delma W. and Billie Jo Swilley
John Tuite and Frances Tuite McKeral
Dennis and Margot Vlassis
Leon M. and Harriet S. Weekes
Walter G. and Dorothy F. Whittaker
Bill R. and Elsie Winchester
Betty M. and Herbert R. Zobel
Patron Memberships:
Robert L. and Linda M. Brown
John M. and Evelyn C. Howell
James E. and Patricia M. Jones
Cheryl Muster
Daniel J. O’Connell
Harvey E. Oyer, Jr.
Paul D. and Frances R. Price
John I. and Carnella Rogers
Marie Shepard
Voncile M. Smith
Betty M. Thomas
Charlotte Weaver
Fain and Claire Weems
Thank all of you for joining the Boynton Beach
Historical Society. Our fiscal year runs from January 1
to December 31, so if you have not sent in dues, and
plan to join us for 2006, please let us hear from you
soon.
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LONG-TIME BOYNTON
RESIDENT MARKS 100TH
BIRTHDAY

contribution to the Society for these books, but we
neglected to mention that they are not available by
mail. Since they are heavy, hardback books, postage
costs to mail them are prohibitive. Some of you
requested copies by mail while sending $5.00 which
we have returned to you. Copies may be picked up in
person at our meetings or from Harvey Oyer’s office
on Ocean Avenue.
The following are available by mail:
Some of the blue and white china Boynton
Centennial plates we have offered in past issues are
still available for $10.00 plus $4.50 S&H if you are
unable to pick one up a meeting.

Sister Trudie Hands

On February 12, 2006 a 100th birthday celebration
was held at St. John Missionary Baptist Church to
honor Sister Trudie Hands. Relatives and friends
from the Church and the community joined in to help
make this into a very special occasion. The
Reverend Mr. Lance Chaney offered a commentary
and prayers and a blessing for her. Many others
offered expressions of congratulation and admiration
for her life contributions. People from throughout the
area, including County Commissioner Addie
Greene, came to offer their best wishes. Harvey E.
Oyer, Jr., as a life-time resident, former Mayor, and
friend to the community was honored to attend.

We also have the paperback 100 year histories
available for $10.00 plus $3.00 S&H.

HISTORIC MEMORABILIA STILL
AVAILABLE
Because some of you continue to express interest in
items that we have described that are available that
mark the history of Boynton Beach, we are including
their descriptions and prices again. Unfortunately, for
those of you who want items mailed, the last time we
described the items, we failed to take into account
postage increases, so you will notice some change in
the S&H charges.
We had also indicated that we still had a few copies
of the pictorial history of Palm Beach County by the
Palm Beach Post.. We have asked for a $5.00

MARCH MEETING WILL CONTAIN SHORT
BUSINESS MEETING
In announcing the program for the meeting March 13, 2006, we
did not mention that we must hold a short business session to
vote on new officers, trustees and directors. We will also vote on
the Bylaw amendments proposed on page 5. Please try to
attend. We expect these two business items to take less than 15
minutes.
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