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BOYNTON'’S
CHURCHES:
HISTORIC ROLES
OFTEN OVERLOOKED

In 2005, your editor was
asked to chair a committee for
the 1st United Methodist Church
of Boynton Beach charged with
writing a history to celebrate
the 100 year history of the
church. | was astounded to
discover that litle material was
in the archives of the local
historical societies or in the city
about the churches. | presume
most of the churches have
some historic material within
their records, and indeed | was
sent some for the Historical
Society by some of the 1st
Baptist Church members. |
have also a litle on St. John
Missionary Baptist Church.

The 100 Year Methodist
History should be available
about April 1. A goal | have
stated on several occasions is
to try to build more information
in the Historical Society's
holdings about all the churches
in Boynton Beach.

The article on the right was
copied from the May 22, 1963
issue of The Boynton Beach
Star. It marks a major
milestone in the presence of
the Presbyterians in Boynton
Beach. They had been
organized in the 1920s, but
with the land boom bust and
the Great Depression, they
disbanded and many of their
members began attending
other churches. Several joined
what was then the  1st
Methodist Church of Boynton.
The Methodists built their first
building in 1908, and for many
years had the only church in
the majority population. The
Baptists erected their first
building in 1925. All the
churches have been major
social forces within the
community. Before the advent
of TV and multiplex movie
houses, the church was the
major source for socialization
and recreation.  Community
leaders were usually active
participants ~ within  their

churches. Ava Weaver taught many of us in elementary school. She was my fourth grade
teacher. Mrs. Weaver, who had been one of the displaced Presbyterians, taught Sunday School
at the Methodist Church. At the time she taught me, just before World War I, reciting the Lord's
Prayer and daily Bible readings were part of each school's opening exercises. Mrs. Weaver
carried her Sunday School lessons over into the public school classroom. We were rewarded with
gold stars on a wall mounted poster board when we could successfully recite from memory the
names of both Old and New Testament Books of the Bible, Psalms 1, 23, and 100, and the

Christmas passage from Luke.

First Presbyterian
Breaks Ground

A dream will begin to|tor,
come true this Sunday at 10|ey, reports that completion
am. for over 300 residents | is scheduled for about Oct-
of Boynton Beach as mmnd-! ober 1.

breaking ceremonies are Mrs Jds Dsughart the
held at the Pirst Presby-| 4.0  member of m:‘ ool

the Rev. Earl C. Down-

terian Church., To be con-

: . gregation and one of Boyn-
structed immediately is the| ;.."  pagch's oldest resi-
Pirst Presbyterian Church, | dents

; P is scheduled to tum
To be "““’g‘“‘" ""“‘" the first shovel of earth at
diately is the permanent | . o 10 a.m. goundbresking.

sanctuary,  which will be| yiomayor  Allison Banks
the third unit erected by the | ‘fl :, on hand to being

congregation, organized In} oroniines  from the ity
April, 1956. while the Rev, Fred Sliger,
The sanctuary, designed| ...qent of the Boynton
ty Gustav Maass of Palm| poop  inisterial Associa-

Beach, is a conservative tion, will represent the
cont em por ary design and ministers. East Florida
will seat 440 people with

additional overflow space | Presbytery will bring
for 160 more. R.A. Hath- | greetings through its vice-

away and Associates, Inc.,
will construct the church
edifice, which will be
bu Lit at an  approximate
cost of $85,000, The church | ing
is to be fully air condit-| morning
foned and heated., The pas-! which

moderator, the Rev. Thomas
Harrington o L

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend ground break-
ceremonies and the

worship service
follows at 10:30.

DREAM OF 300 MEMBERS FAST BECOMING 4 REALTLY

oo liround-break ing ceremony to be held on wite of New  Preshytorian Church Sunday

[From The Boynton Beach Star, May 22, 1963]

VIRGINIA FARACE RETIRES
AS CITY LIBRARY DIRECTOR

The Boynton Beach Historical Society congratulates a
long time supporter and friend upon her completion of 35

years of service to the City of
Boynton Beach as the Director
of the City Library.

Virginia has also served for
many years as a Trustee for the
Historical Society. As some of
you may know, the Library
houses many of the records and
artifacts  belonging to the
Society, and Virginia has been
most gracious in supporting the
efforts of the Society to archive
them.

Over the years she has

received many honors, but we
have worked closely with her in
her role in helping to establish
and support the Schoolhouse
Children’s Museum which is
administered as a nonprofit
organization under the Cultural
Center,Inc.
As a City property, the Museum
has required City oversight to
function, and Virginia has worn
the hat of that overseer most
effectively.

Before the current City Library
was constructed, the Historical
Society was instrumental in
helping to establish the Library,
and has always had Library
support for use of meeting
rooms and storage of historic
records.

We hope that we can continue
to have a similar pleasant and
beneficial relationship with the
new Director.

Virginia has indicated that she
expects to continue to be active
in the Historical Society and in
Boynton events in general.

We salute Virginia and thank her
for her many years of service to the
City and to the Historical Society.
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BOYNTON WAS A SMALL TOWN,
SO HISTORIC NAMES RECUR OFTEN

The article below was published in the News Journal almost exactly 30 years ago on Thursday, March 18, 1976. Many
of the people named appear in other stories included in this issue of The Historian. The lda Daugharty House at 405 East
Ocean Avenue is currently owned by Bob Katz who began remodeling it several years ago in hopes of atfracting a
restaurant as a tenant. At present it is empty and boarded up, but the colorful painting of the trim reflects a departure from
what the original owners envisioned.

Mrs. Ida Daugharty was another of the displaced Presbyterians mentioned in other stories. In the 1920s she, too, went to
the First Methodist Church of Boynton. According to a story by Harvey Oyer, In the 1960s when the new Presbyterian was
under construction, Ida Daugharty collected cuttings and rooted them with plans to help landscape to new church. When
the plants were ready for planting, she called Homer Shelton, a sometimes landscaper, and asked him to set them out at
the church. When she did not see the plantings in the ground around the church, she called Homer to ask where they were.
Homer reportedly responded, “Aren’t you a Methodist? That's where | planted them.” Homer, who seldom went to church,
occasionally attended First Methodist and had seen her there during some of his rare visits in years past. Ida left the
plantings where they were, and made a new supply for the Presbyterians.

. Pioneer days recalled

F arewell party to hOnOr‘fthé

. By NANCY MILLER
Women's Edller

A “going away" party will honor
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Noel Houston,
.known to their many {rlends as Andy
- and Hazel, from 3 to 8 p.m. on Mon.
~day, March 22, at the Boynton
Woman's Club. -

Mrs. Houston, the former Hazel|
Daugharty is the daughter of the
late Ida and Jesse Daugharty, Boyn-
ton ploneers who moved to the town
in-1902 from Deland, Fla. Since her
husband's rétirement in 1965, the
Houstons have lived in the family!
home at 405 E. Ocean Ave. Other'
early settlers in Boynton are ex-
K’ected to be at the reception on;

onday to say their farewells as the
Houstons plan to move to Terrace
Garden in Lakeland, where they will
live in a cottage-cn an orange grove
on lake. . : e

‘‘When my father wanted a house,
the builder was H.B. Murray, who,
with his family, came to Boynton in
1895,"" Mrs. Houston recalls. “‘Mr.,
Murray arrived to supervise con-

struction of the Boynton Hotel on.
the beach for Major Nathan S. Boyn-
ton, . for whom the .town was

named.” . . S

Mrs. Houston attended Boynton's
one-room schoothouse on Ocean Ave
nue at the current site of the-Boyn-
ton Elementary School. .

“In 1911, Mrs. Charles ‘T. Harper.
a Wellesley ‘graduate, lived here,
and arranged for us tq go to Palm
Beach - High School,” she remem-
bers, '‘At that time it was the only
accredited high school in the county.
We went up on the 7:30 a.m. tra
and came home on the “'short” that
ran afternoons from West Palm
Beach to Miami.” WL
- During her second year of high
school, she says -that Mr, Tynbrook
of Delray contracted to transport
the students by car. The following
year the county purchased a seven-
;assenger automobile which Charles
‘Plerce of Boynton drove until he
graduated .in 1915, After that, other
senjor boys.served as chauffeur.

‘'At that time the highway was a

narrow white rock road — a serfes -
of potholes after heavy rains,” she |

says. “During my high school vears
the first test strip of macadam was
laid just south of West Palm Beach.

‘It covered only a few. hundred feet

but we thought At'was like riding on
velvet." T T T
- Mrs. Houston, with a mind full of
memories, observes that it’s-hard to
realize how it was in the old days,
as ‘‘the area has changed so much."”
When her family moved to Boyaton,

. it was part of Dade County. Her par-

ents operated a store and grew to-

matoes, as did many of the other g O

oneers. Deer were a common slght,
as well as other wildlife. Jesse Dau-
gharty planted the first orange
grove in Boynton- called the Flat

" Woods out by Military Trail..

. Mrs. Houston graduated from high

'school in 1916, after which. she at-

tended Stetson University..

- “Mrs, Charles Harper, the one
who worked out our -arrangements
for high school so we could go cn to
college, organized . the Boynton
Woman's Club, she’ notes, - “‘My

- mother was a charter member." -

She adds that her cousin, Mrs.
Bertha Willlams Chadwell of Boyn-
ton, is the only charter member of
the Boynton Woman's Club now llv
ing in Boynton, - ¢

Of the 11 who were in her class at

Palm Beach High School, nine went
on to college and one went to Eu-
rope to study voice; later singing
with the Metropolitan Opera Com-
pany in New York N

After her graduation from Stetson,
Mrs. Houston taught home econom-

jes and ran the cafeterla at the
to Mi- -

Boynton, School. On mo{mii
ami to work, she met her

usband,

-Andy; they were marrled in her par-
_ents home in Boynton in 1924.

- Through many trips ifrom where
they.lived in Coral Gabfles, to Boyn-
ton, ‘both have firsthand knowledge
of eras like the Florida *“boom,"”
“bust,” the Depression and World
War II. For a while Andy served as
a Coral Gables commissioner. When
he retired in 1985 from his partner-

-- Company.

‘Boynton, " . ¢ .
 Mrs, Jesse Daugharty, Mrs. Hous-
‘ton's mother, was one of the found-
ers of the First Preshyterian Church

ship in the Houston-Hursi Paint
, the Houstons continued

their Interest in clyic affairs In

of Boynton, where the Houstons are
members. The Houstons are charter
members of the Boynton Beach His-
torical Soclety. Thelr other pursuits
include work with the Genealogical

Society and the Jonathan Dickinson |
Chapter of the Daughters of the |
- American Revolution. ¢

<L 2 - b2 9 &
" Jesse Daugharty died In 1932; Ida
Daugharty lived in the family home-
stead until 1964 when she died at the
age of 88. Both are:buried in the old
Boynton Cemetery. on Seacrest Bou-
levard,” When the ‘Houstons move,
new residents at 405 E. Ocean Ave.
will be Mrs, Helen Pressley, Jesse
Daugharty’s granddaughter, and her
husband, John, .and Miss .Luclle
Maull, also a granddaughter. The
home is to be willed to the Press-
leys’ son, Dr. Milton Pressley, a
professor at_the University of North

Houstons

Carolina 1h Greensbero. On the occa-
slon of a family  holiday reunion this
st Christmas, five generations had
nown shelter In the Boynton resi-
dences, - - -

Hostesses for Monday’s party at
the women's club will be Mrs. Her-
bert Keatts, Mrs, L.S. Chadwell,
Mrs. A.H, Witte, Mrs, E.A. Alexan-
der, Mrs. Dorothy Stevens, Mrs. At.
ley -Scott, Mrs.. Roxanne McCall,
Mrs, Charles Stewart, Mrs. Norman
Merkel, Mrs. C. Howard. Hood, Mrs.

ar Carpenter, Miss Lucile Maull
and Mrs. John G. Pressley. .

A longtime friend has written the
Houstons; "I hate io think of you
folks leaving that home in Boynton .
.. 1 can’t-explain it, but I've always
had a great love for Boynton as it
was in 1910, 1911 and 1912. Of course
those days are gone forever. Just
the same, wasn't it wonderful — no
cars, everyone walked or rode a bi-
cycle.”

-Agreeing, Mrs, - Houston- -adds::-
"&nd everyone In town knew each
sther."” ' ’
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