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FAITH, SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE: DR. MARY McLEOD BETHUNE

is the topic for the March meeting of the Boynton Beach Historical Society. We are fortunate to be
able to offer another of the wonderful programs sponsored by the Florida Humanities Council.
Dr.Bethune is portrayed by Ersula Knox Odom, independent scholar and Chautauqua performer.

Mary McLeod Bethune was one of the great educators of this country. She was a leader of
women, an adviser to several American presidents, and a powerful champion for racial equality. Her
parents were former slaves who had a farm in Mayesville, South Carolina. The 15t of 17 children,
she first entered a mission school when she was 11 years old and then went on to Scotia Seminary,
a school for girls of African descent. Later she attended Moody Bible Institute, and after graduating
she taught in several schools in South Carolina and Georgia before renting a two-story frame building
in Daytona Beach where she established the Daytona Literary and Industrial School for Training
Negro Girls which opened in 1904. Education for African American children was a rarity at that time.

In 1912, after years of financial struggle to operate the school, Bethune was able to interest
James M. Gamble of the Proctor and Gamble Company to contribute financially to the school.
Gamble served as chairman of the school’s board of trustees for the remainder of his life.

In 1923 the school for girls combined with a school for boys, the Cookman Institute of
Jacksonville, FL, to become the Bethune-Cookman Collegiate Institute which was soon renamed
Bethune-Cookman College. Bethune served as its president until 1942, and continued as a trustee
until her death in 1955. By that time the college had a faculty of 100 and an enrollment of over
1,000. Since 1924 it has been a United Methodist Church related institution. On February 14, 2007
it became Bethune - Cookman University.

Ersula Knox Odom will share stories about Mary McLeod Bethune’s life and accomplishments,
as well as her thoughts on the Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision.

WHAT: Dramatic Portrayal of the life of
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune by Ursula
Knox Odom
WHERE: Boynton City Library
208 South Seacrest Bivd

TOPIC: Faith, Scholarship, Service:
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune

DATE Monday, March 12, 2007
& TIME: 6:30 p.m.

) o ALL PROGRAMS OF THE BOYNTON BEACH
Program sponsored by the Florida Department of State, Division HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARE FREE AND OPEN TO
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Ursula Knox Odom




Mary McLeod Bethune
(Photo from www.bethune.cookman.edu)

BOYNTON BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS—2006-07

OFFICERS

President Voncile Smith

1% Vice President, Programs Randall Gill

2" Vice President, Membership Bev Cormany

Recording Secretary Betty Thomas

Corresponding Secretary TBA

Treasurer Claire Weems

DIRECTORS
2007 Gloria Turner
2007 Curtis Weaver
2008 Lucile Dickinson
2008 Fain Weems
2009 Helen Adams Bonomini
2009 Nain Weaver

TRUSTEES
2007 Janet DeVries
2007 Marion Weems
2008 Harvey Oyer, Jr
2008 Stanley Weaver
2009 Virginia Farace
2009 Dan Rousseau

The Boynton Beach Historical Society’s website is
boyntonbeachhistoricalsociety.org You can contact us at
our e-mail address boyntonhistory06@yahoo.com or mail
inquiries or information to our mailbox at P.0O. Box 12,
Boynton Beach, FL 33425-0012.

A REMINDER
The Annual Meeting of the Boynton Beach Historical
Society is scheduled for April. At this meeting we elect
new officers, directors and trustees. We will hold a brief
business meeting to complete the election process
followed by our program meeting. Frances Tuite McKeral
is scheduled to speak and show memorabilia from
discoveries she has made from the files and records of
her mother, Mabel Rousseau Tuite. The program is titled

“What | Found in My Mother’s Closet.”

Mary McLeod Bethune as a teacher
(Photo from www.bethune.cookman.edu)

IN MEMORIAM

In the February issue of The Historian we
were sad to report the death of Ethel Powell
Miner, but right after we had copies run of that
issue, Mrs. Minor’s sister, Helen “Penny” Powell
Lyman passed away too. Just a few days ago,
Kenny Lyman, the husband of Penny, also lost
the battle to cancer. Both the Lyman and Powell
families have deep roots in the history of Boynton
Beach. Many of their kin and descendents still
live in the area.

Kenny Lyman and his father Walter Lyman
were major representatives in what was once a
major factor in the Boynton economy—tourist and
commercial fishing. Beginning on page 3 is a
report of a portion of the Lyman family history
including mention of the many contributions the
members made to Palm Beach County.

On behalf of the members of the Historical
Society, we extend our best wishes and
condolences to the survivors of these two
important early families.

MARCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The next meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Historical Society is scheduled for Wednesday
March 21, 2007 at the Boynton Woman’s Club at
5:30 p.m. The Board consists of all the Officers,
Directors, and Trustees, but any member in good
standing is welcome to attend. We will publish a
preliminary agenda on the website several days
before the meeting.
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THE LYMAN FAMILY

The patriarch of the Lyman family was Morris
Benson Lyman. He was born September 22, 1860
in Ontario, Canada where his father was a school
teacher.

Morris represented the tenth generation of a
family that had immigrated to Massachusetts from
England in the early 17t century. A portion of the
family emigrated from New England to Canada just
before and just after the American Revolutionary
War.  Morris’ early school years were in the
Canadian district where he lived, but by the age of
12 he was dividing his time between school and
working in his father’'s store. The store was not
successful, however, and in 1877 the family moved
to an undeveloped part of Ontario known as he
Muskoka district. Young Morris became a carpenter
and a boat builder. In 1883 the family moved to
Michigan. Morris disliked the cold weather and
decided to head south. In late 1883 he started out
for Birmingham, Alabama, but apparently changed
his mind and went to Jacksonville, Florida.

In June 1884 he sailed on the schooner
Bessie B. from Jacksonville for Lake Worth. Before
reaching their destination, they encountered a heavy
storm of three days’ duration that had winds strong
enough to throw a 50 pound grindstone off the deck.
They arrived safely at Lake Worth, but the boat could
not get over the sand bar into the Lake, so they went
to where Palm Beach is now located.

For the first six months he lived with Mr. A.
Geer, and worked to guild Delmore Cottage for R.B.
Moore. In fall of 1884 he erected the frame for the
first store building in Lake Worth for the Brelsford
Brothers firm.

Then he took passage back to Jacksonville
where he found steady work. His father joined him
that first winter and later the remainder of the family
came down from Michigan. In December 1884 he
married Mary A. Beltz on Christmas Eve. He worked
in Jacksonville until 1886, when he returned to Lake
Worth as a utility man for Brelsford Brothers.

In 1887 work again took him to Jacksonville.
In 1888 yellow fever was declared an epidemic, and
with his wife and two children he went over to
Mayport where he camped for 21 days, and through
the cooperation of a doctor got health papers to
return to Lake Worth.

By September 1888 having overcome
difficulties with health officials and numerous
delays, and the family arrived in Lantana on
September 22, 1888.

They had no house to live in, but he secured
a small amount of lumber and built his own house,
using pine poles for a frame and cabbage palmetto
for a roof. He immediately found construction work,
and took charge of rebuilding the steamer Lake

Worth owned by Capt. N.D. Henrickson, which Lyman
had first built in 1886. Later he bought the schooner
Bessie B from the Brelsford Brothers and took up the
run between Lake Worth and Jacksonville. This run
was a success from the beginning. They ran regular
trips during the season which took from 15 to 20
days.

In the summer of 1889 he engaged in
mercantile business on a small scale at Lantana in
what was to become the third mercantile
establishment on Lake Worth. This became the M. B.
Lyman Company, Inc. dealers in general merchandise,
fertilizers, crate material, and paper.

Morris Lyman was considered to be a hard-
working and enterprising man. He was willing to turn
his hand at anything from building a boat to running a
freight line, to selling merchandise to building his own
house with his own hands.

His family of five sons and one daughter were
all Florida born. They were George G.; Edgar B.; Arthur
R.; Walter H.; Frank B.; and Rachel M. The house M.B.
Lyman built in 1889 is the second oldest house in
Lantana. It is still standing and operates as the Old
Key Lime House Restaurant.

Not only did he head M.B. Lyman company,
but he was Treasurer of Stranahan and Company of
Fort Lauderdale, and was appointed Treasurer of the
newly created Palm Beach County on July 26, 1909 by
Governor Albert W. Gilchrist He operated the Indian
Trading Post and post office. As postmaster he
named the post office Lantana Point after the wild
lantana plant growing in the area. The word Point was
later dropped. Another of his businesses was the
Lantana Fish Company, and in the early 1900s the
gathering and marketing of oysters became a leading
industry for the Town. The town was incorporated in
1921. The M.B. Lyman family is credited with
founding the town.
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[Continued on page 4]
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WALTER H. LYMAN and KENNY LYMAN

M.B. Lyman’s fourth son, Walter H. Lyman
was born May 28, 1891. He married Nellie Viola
Austin, who was a sister to Charlie Austin who
owned Austin Supply Company, a store sitting next
to the FEC tracks on Boynton Beach Boulevard
where Bud’s Chicken Take-Out is currently located.
Walter and Nellie had two sons, Kenny and Harold.

Walter Lyman owned his own boat and was a
commercial fisherman. At one time he furnished
fresh fish to a fish market housed in the old Boynton
Hotel building on Ocean Avenue. Later he moved
the market further east on Ocean Avenue to property
where two high rise condominiums were built in
2005. The Walter Lyman home was located on that
property which is west of what are now the Sea Mist
docks and the Two Georges Restaurant Unlike his
commercial fisherman father, Kenny Lyman was a
recreational fishing boat captain. Kenny Lyman’s
Sport Fishing Docks on the Boynton Inlet were part
of that property. Kenny sold the docks in the 1970s.
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Captain Kenny Lyman is on the far right.

Kenny Lyman said that he had always loved
to fish. He called himself “a cowboy of the sea.”
After the attack on Pearl Harbor, he tried to enlist in
the Navy during World War Il, but was declared 4-F
because of a broken foot. He went into the
Merchant Marine instead.

After the war, he loaded cargo onto ships,
and when he came home he had a charter boat built
which he called The Lucky Penny to honor his wife,
Penny Powell. That was when he began his charter
fishing business in Boynton Beach. With his brother
Harold he built Lyman’s Sport Fishing Docks in the
1950s. Later he bought out his brother’'s share of
the business. At one time Lyman’s Fishing Docks
was very popular as a tourist attraction. It hosted
dozens of fishing competitions, numerous beauty
queen competitions, and many fish fries.

Penny Lyman with her orchids.

Kenny and Penny lived for many years in a
1920s era home that had once belonged to Kenny’s
grandmother, Alice Austin.

e ———

The home of Kenny and Penny Lyman on S.E. 31 Street

Helen C. Powell shared 63 years of marriage
with Kenny Lyman. Penny’s family had moved to
Boynton Beach in the early 1920s and her father, J.C.
Powell, was the bridge tender for the span on Ocean
Avenue crossing what is now called the Intracoastal
Canal. The Lymans had two children, Walter “Skip”
Lyman and Cindy Lyman Jamison, and lived to see the
advent of four grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Kenny Lynﬁan at age 90
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2007 MEMBERS

The following list contains the names of all paid memberships

that have been received for 2007 through February 28, 2007.

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS
Charlotte Oyer

Randy Rau (Decorating Center)
Scobee-Combs-Bowden Funeral Home
Curtis and Nain Weems Weaver

PATRON MEMBERSHIPS
Donald C. and Regina Day
William H. and Betty Perry Duffy
Carrie Hill

John M. and Evelyn C. Howell
Fred W. Love

Jack Martin

John A. and Rannie Melear
Cheryl D. Muster

Harvey E. Oyer, Jr.

Paul D. and Frances R. Price
Andy Richardson

John I. and Carnella Rogers
Ernest G. and Norma B. Simon
Roy A. and Beth Simon

Voncile M. Smith

Delma W. and Billie J. Swilley
Robert B. and Sheila Rousseau Taylor
George and Christine Weaver Ternenyi
Betty M. Thomas

Charlotte Tatum Weaver

Fain and Claire Weems

N. Marion and Cecile Weems

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

Walter G Pauline Bobik and Virginia McBride
Stacy Herig and Bruce Brown

Ron and Sarah Bollenbacher
Beverley M. and Margaret Shepard Brown
James and Marjorie L. Bynum

J. Paul and Joan Carrodus

L. Don and Jeanne Combs

Gabino and Ann Cuevas

William and Nancy Earnhart

J. Richard and Katherine Garnett Eubanks
Robert L. and Virginia W. Foot
Vincent J. Sr. and Betty W. Gallo
Bob W. and Jeanne Gayler

David A. and Marlene Ginaven
Valjean and Joyce DuBois Haley
H.D. and Edris Hatch

William G. and Erma O. James

Ruth J. Jones

William and Theresa Marcacci
Frances and Elizabeth McKeral
Jimmie Jr. and Judy McKeral

Ralph E. Myers

James B. and Georgie P. Raulerson
Helen, Charles and Fred Senior
Charles J. and Jeanne Simon
Leland and Donna Smith

John N. and Kathleen T. Suiter
George and Mildred Traylor Tarasco
Philip B. and Barbara S. Traylor
Bernard and Gloria Partin Turner
Leone M. and Harriet S. Weekes
Walter G. and Dorothy F. Whittaker
Bill R. and Elsie Winchester
Herbert and Betty Magnuson Zobel

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Warren Adams

Beverly G. Agee

Ruth Besecker
Norman Blood

Barbara Bonin

Helen Adams Bonomini
Lenore Benson Raborn Boonstra
Doris W. Braunworth
John E. Breithart

Callie Rousseau Brown
Beverly Cormany
Gillian Davis

Ramona Somerford Davis
Mathelene H. Deal
Adele DelLuca

Janet DeVries

Lucile Dickinson

Lois Oyer Dooley

Sally Dye

Christine Edward
Wendy Franklin

Robert W. Ganger
Barbara Louise Gellner
M. Randall Gill

Gloria Gregory
Margaret Guyder

Mary Miner Haggard
Phyllis Hammett
Donna W. Harmening
Margaret Garnett Harris
Odessa W. Holt

Marie J. Horenburger
Judith Merkel Howard
Gladys B. Knuth
Suzanne Kruse
Elizabeth Miner LaBella
James Irvin Lacey
Wilese Jones Langford
Mary Law

Rita Marlin

Sandra McGregor
Frank E. Melograno
Anne Maury Miller
Gene Moore

Jeff Morgan

Mary R. Moriarity
Rosalie Alvaroe Morrissey
Gerald Murray

P. Suzanne Murray
Marjorie W. Nelson
Stormet C. Norem
Cindy McClain Nye
Lillian Ostiguy

Harvey E. Oyer, Il
Diane Pacheco

Richard E. Philpott
Camilla Richardson
Dan Rousseau
Margaret H. Rousseau
Mary Lou Muster Ryder
Eleanor Murray Sala
James D. Shelton
Joanne Shoemaker
Linda Louise Stabile
Katherine Foy Thompson

Jean Ann Thurber
Dorian B. Trauger
Beverley Warnke

J.H. “Gym” Weeks
Raymond E. Weeks
Marion Weaver Wester
Rhys Williams

Carol G. Smith
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If you have not sent in your dues, why not take a few minutes, write out your check and mail it to us. Thank you!

JOIN NOW FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2007
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE

BOYNTON BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Memberships are for the Calendar year, January 1 to December 31. Check the appropriate line and return this form
with the dues for that category to The Boynton Beach Historical Society, P. O. Box 12, Boynton Beach, FL 33425-0012. If
you have questions, please contact Voncile Smith, 561-734-5653, or e-mail smithvm®@belisouth.net.

Individual Membership $25.00 Family Membership $35.00
Corporate Membership $ 100.00 Patron Membership $50.00

Member's Name

2™ Members Name

Address/Telephone/E-mail

If you would be willing to serve on a Committee for the Society, please check all that apply:

Pubiic Reiations Educational Membership Minority History
Refreshments Archives/ Preservation Fund Raising Program

The purpose of the Society is to act as a living repository for the traditions and history of Boynton Beach, to interpret items of
historical and antiguarian significance, and to promote a better understanding of history. We are proud to serve Boynton
Beach, Ocean Rigge. Manalapan, Gulf Stream, Lantana, Hypoluxo, the Village of Golf, Briney Breezes, and all areas west of
Boynton Beach to US Hwy 441, and, on occasion, greater Palm Beach County.




