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FORT MOSE: Free Black Town on the Spanish 
Frontier, Program for April 12, City Library 

 Darcie MacMahon, Exhibits Coordinator from the Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida, will 
present a slide presentation on this early settlement of free former slaves who escaped from English colonies in the 1730s 
and were granted sanctuary by the Spanish to settle in a free community south of St. Augustine.  She will discuss the 
archeological findings at the location of this former settlement and what they reveal about 18th Century colonial life from the 
African-American experience.  This program is sponsored by the Florida Humanities Council and is co-sponsored locally 
by the Boynton Beach Historical Society and the Friends of the Boynton Beach City Library.  The program begins at 
7:00 p.m. and is open free to the public. 

 

PINEAPPLE FARMING ONCE A MAJOR 
INDUSTRY IN BOYNTON AREA 

   In the early summer of 1879 a boat with a load of pineapple slips 
arrived from Key West.  Several thousand of the slips, which were used 
to start pineapple plants, were purchased by the settlers.  What 
resulted was referred to as “pineapple fever,” and although no one had 
ever grown them before, most who bought them were convinced that 
they would produce an extra source of income.   
   Those slips that were planted on hammocks did not need fertilizer 
because of the peat humus which was more fertile than some of the 
surrounding sandy soil.  But clearing a hammock field took time and 
the fields were limited in size, often to an acre or less.  The centers, or 
hearts, of many of the plants filled with sand, and thus the soil had to 
be mulched to hold down the sand.  Initially the pineapple growers 
used a coarse bunch grass which grew around the shore of the lake, 
but it was time consuming to collect and apply. 
   Pineapples are a summer crop, but after more than a year the plants 
are only a little more than half grown.  A field worker had to take 
precautions to dress appropriately to deal with the sharp, curved spines 
on each side of every pineapple leaf.  Strong canvas gloves protected 
the hands, and most workers wore two shirts and two pairs of pants to 
save the body from the thorns.  Mosquitoes were often another 
problem. 
   Originally the most common point for shipment was Titusville which 
had to be reached by boat.  From there the pineapples were carried by 
wagon eight miles to a lake port to be shipped up the St. Johns River 
by steamboat to Jacksonville.  After 1913 the Florida East Coast 
Railway was used to move them to North Florida and to other states. 
   Much of the land that now makes up the cities of Boynton, Lake 
Worth, Lantana, and Hypoluxo was once pineapple fields.  They were 
also grown in the Fort Pierce, Stuart, West Palm Beach, and Delray 
areas.   
   Sometime in the 1920s, pineapple growing began to suffer setbacks.  
The beginning of drainage of the Everglades was a contributing factor.  
Another was the growth of pineapple production in Cuba, and later in  

Central America, where labor costs were lower, and growth of the 
plants more rapid.  Finally, the land boom in Florida made property 
more valuable for building development than pineapple growth.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHARLIE EARNS HIS FIDDLE 
[The following was adapted for “The Brown Wrapper” of the Palm Beach Post by B.W. 
White from Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida by Charles W. Pierce.} 

   During the Christmas season of 1879 after the pineapple slips had 
arrived, all the settlers around the Lake (the lake known as Lake 
Worth) held a grand get together at Captain Dimmick’s Hotel.  “Young 
Charles Pierce was totally fascinated with the music of the event, 
especially with the fiddlers.  He then decided that he had to own a 
fiddle of his own. 
   “Alec Carlisle, who was the assistant lighthouse keeper at the Jupiter 
Lighthouse, had a fiddle and offered to sell it to Charles for the price of 
six dollars.  Unfortunately, Charles had spent all of his money he had 
earned by plume hunting [!} and would not have any other income until 
next spring.  
   “Charles’ uncle Will Moore stated that he would hire Charles to plant 
pineapple slips if Charles did not charge him too much for labor.  Uncle 
Will and Hamilton Pierce had gone to Key West to pick up another ship 
load of slips before the Christmas bash.  Uncle Will had six thousand 
slips that he wanted planted at his homestead. 
   “Charles had no idea how long it would take for him to plant six 
thousand slips, but he wanted that fiddle, so he agreed to do the 
planting for a total charge of six dollars.  Early the next morning, 
Charles started trimming the slips and by noon he had trimmed one 
thousand.  After a hearty lunch, he started setting the plants.  This was 
done by stretching a line, with pieces of cloth tied every eighteen 
inches, over one row to be planted.  A plant was dropped at each of 
these pieces of cloth, then with a short thick stick called a dibber were 
pushed into the ground.  He kept steadily at this and by a half hour 
before sunset, had the first thousand plants set.  For six days, Charles 
labored at this chore of setting pineapple plants and on the seventh 
day he went hunting.  Six thousand pineapple plants were in the 
ground and Charles had earned his fiddle.” 
        1
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50 YEARS OF PINEAPPLE 
CULTIVATION 
1r" '.· ..... _ . , ....... t ... 

Pineapples - Spring of 1930 

Bill, Oscar, and Jim Winchester 1950s 
At one time Oscar Winchester was the largest 
producer of pineapples In the United States. 

ADDENDUM: 2004 MEMBERS 
The following are the names ol members who have joined the Boynton Beach 

Historical Society since the end of January, 2004. For the names of members 
who joined prior to that dete, see the January and February copies of The 
Historian . 

Corporate Membership: 
Charlotte O;er 
Randy Rau 
GeOflle Tobin, Sr. 

Patron Membership: 
Don and Ruth Besecker 
Patricia M. and James E. Jones, Jr. 
Ralph E. Myers 
Donna S. and Phillip L. Parl<er 
John I. and Camella Rogers 
Claire and Fain Weems 

Family Membership: 
Der1e and Cecilia Bailey 
Ron and Sarah Bollenbacher 
Leone Buffan 
James and Marjorie L Bynum 
J. Paul and Joan Carrodus 
Irene and Martin J. Feeney 
Wendy and Verbon Franklin 
Betty W. and Vincent J. Gallo, Sr. 
Bill and Emma James 
Mary 8. and Nlcholas G. Kaleel 
KeMeth A. and Helen C . Lyman 
Robert and Christian Macovtak 
John A. and Rennie Melear 
Amy W. and HGIVey E. O;er, Ill 
Martha and Ward C. Par1<er 
Georgie P. and James 8. Raulerson 
Norma 8 . and Ernest G. Simon 
Billie J. and Delma W. Swillley 
Christine W. and George Temenyi 
Barbara S. and Phillip B. Traylor 
Charlotte T. and MeMn E. Weaver 
Elsie and Biii R. Winchester 

Individual Membership: 
Cal1 M. Allison 
Helen J . Avery 
Sue M. Beaman 
Tim Bednarz 
Barbara Bonin 
Cleo Bowers 
Doris Braunworth 
John E. Brelthart 
Marilyn Brook 
Elsie H. Coyne 
Arleen Dennison 
Janet DeVries 
Lucile Dickinson 
Lois O;er Dooley 
Judy Duxbury 
Virginia K. Farace 
Christine Francois 
Blanche Girtman 
Gloria Gregory 
JoAnn Hackle 
James Irvin Lacey 
Nancy Murray Lacy 
Fred W. Love 
Rita Marlin 
Sandra McGregor 
Gene Moore 
Rosalie A. Morrissey 
Cheryl Muster 
Storrnet C. Norem 
Susan E. O;er 
Barbara A. Poleo 
Lenore Benson Raborn 
Dan Rousseau 
Jay Rowley 
Charles J. Simon 
Jean Ann Thurber 
Dorian Beck Trauger 
Dorothy James Turner 
Wilflam Raleigh Weeks 
Marion Weaver Wester 

Thanks to each of you for your support and encouragement. 
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REGISTERED VOTERS IN BOYNTON IN THE 1920s (Continued) 
The Fel>Naly Ind Mwc:h issues d The Hslorlan contain lhe names d reglltel9d Yllters whole lat names begin A tlwough pert al M. The 1st lrdldes votel's name, 
l*IY alllllllion, oc:cupe1ion, Ind r.:e. The dor his llltempte<I to make .. _... IJW\ICrlpdon al Whit ls in lhe rec:otd. but NnOwrilten lnformllion ls often dlftc;un 10 
!Md The ,__ are listed in the order In wNc:h they OOC1K In lhe ori~nel r9COlds. Thia !rlfllCrlplion repm«a en ellolt to dlere to the epelin9s used origindy by 
lhe city dertc. The writing by different c:lefka v8rles In legibillly. Ind acme c:leltta mede more efTors thin othels. Our ptnpOM II not to c:onect emn the dtlltts may have 
mede; we are almply llllempti.ng to ltlOW you ~ II !here. Olher pages, not Included hete, lndcllle whecher lhe re~stlanb had rapes to prove they had paid the 
required poll tax. Voters hid also to p-~dzed literacy lelta, and ortf whites were parmlnec:t to vote In lhe Democtmdc While Pr1mary. Some rwnes appear 
mot"e then once, poeeibly bec-e the pol tu wa not paid, or they were pu<ged from the voters' fiat for eome Olhet reaon. 

19:24 Lt!!tr 'M" con!lnllld 1926 Names wl!n ,,.,.. 1927 Nwnu wj!b "P" COO!lollld 
Miller, Allene D HouseWllt B McLJnden, G.D. D Oen. Contraclor W Poore, W.H. D Police Chief w 
Moole, Alta M. D Housewife w McBride, Geo, R Lllborer B Peabody, R.F. D Banker W 
Mier, C.O. D Nurseryman W McBride, Art:nle R Lllborer B Peabody, Oler'tydene D Housewife W 
Mier, Leona A. D Housewlle W 1927 NIMlltS w!lh "Mc' Proeldne, J.l D Engineer W 
Mutler, Mary E. D Housewtft. W Miler. C,C. D Clel/eloper W Proeldne, Estela D Housew1!e W 
1126 Nwnes wl!h v (Out of Order. Should be lllder "M'') Paon, Joeaph C. W 
MllltCI, GtltJude E. D HouNwlt W Mc:Cormiclc, Rudolph R F- W Porter, Wm. L D Mltnen W 
Murrey, Hor- B. D Co. Bridge $\11)1 w Mc:Oowen, John D l.abortr w Prall, JelM D Machinist w 
Mier, Cllemer C. D Sdentisl W McC.u, G.B. D Filing Stllllon w Po.el, J.C., St. D Realtcw w 
Moms, Aobell R C. laborer B 1928 NMnes with 'Mc" Parlin, Wiilem H. Salesman W 
Monlgom411Y, WA R Mechanic: W McBride, Mary 0 HousekNpar 8 Porter, Burnett w ~ [lle9tJl•I w 
11127 NMnes will! x Medey, Frederica D School Teachet W Peter1on, Amoe EngS- W 
Mlredth, O.C. D Fanner W (Out of Order. Should be under "M'') 1 !!28 Nwnes with "P" 
Morlla, Dlnlel D Reel Emta Saletmen W 1920 Names witb 'N" Plltin, Wiilem H. O Salesman W 
Mlreh, George w. R Cerpenter w Newlan, T .A. D Oruggial W Petereon, Mra. Minria R Oomesllc W 
Murray, Samuel R laborer B Newlan, Ul9 P. D Matrled W Powell, Jr., Joseph C. D Bottler W 
Martin, S.P. R Slone Maon W 1925 Names wl!h 'N. Powell, Ethel M. O Housewife w 
Miller, Helen D Teacher W Nalfua, Alex A laborer B Po.el, W.S. D Truck Driver W 
~. Alen R Lllborer B Near, J.A. R Ga/11ge W Phillips, 0 .5. D W 
Mier, W.C. R Laborer B Neat, Ada A Housaw!fe W Pblllipl, Mary D Housewife W 
Mlrcua, Hlr!Y D Clptlwlor W 11126 Nwnes wl!b "N" Powel, John c. D Bactriclan w 
Ml!ybeny, l.J. D Clpeqlor W Nixon, "'*' D A9lhd w Powel, Eva M. D Housewife W 
Men:ef, Mrs. PllJI D School Teecher W NOton. ~ D Married w Price, B.J. D F- W 
M1111r1. Mra. Hallie M. D HCIUM'Mfe W ~ John F. R F9ng Sta1ion W Price, JA D Laborer W 
Mace, Romline A. R Houswte w Nulling, Frri R Reel e.le Broker W Porter, A.B. D F8m1er w 
Mee. E..V. 1..i.mber W 1927 N«nts wltb ,., No,...,.. b!glM lng wl1h "Q " 
Melcer, PllJI W Newklrlc, 8erlha A. R Housewife W 1920 Namts wl!!! X 
Maceal, Peter D Fanner W Newldltt, LL A P4'ilng W Rousaeau. A.A. D Farmer W 
Miller, Geo. D Fanner W Robncl, Bessie L A Housewife W Robella, E.-S.. page tQO-{sic) (??) 
Miller, J.W. R Printer W (Out of Order. Should be under "Rj 1921 N41!l11 will! "fl" 
Meredith, Matlha D Wife W Nelton, Moria D Fanner W Rouseeau, Kate D Manlad w 
Mueller, Cart R Farmer W 1928 Names wbb 't£ Rousseau, R.H. D Farmer W 
Myn, M.E. D t.tnlster w Ntw4an, M.B. D FllNng Stllllon W Rouaseau, Wilda D Married W 
Mtddox, M.M. D Wife W Nutting, Evefell D F1Nng Station W 1922 NllJ!M witb X 
Meelw, Wm. E. R Fanner 8 
Mteks, F rtneis R \We B 

Nutting, John D Alling Station W 
1921 Nlmes w!!h V 

Rousseau, Kemeth (?) H., D Englnee1 W 
1924 Names wl!h X 

Major, WA A Wife (lie) 8 Oyer, H.E. D Celptnter W ~llU. M.D. 0 W 
Major, Elcile R Wife B 1!122 NMm ldb v Ramsey, John 0 a.ym.. w 
"9chell, Sam R l.11bonw B Ontal [sic), C.T. D ContractQf W Rou.eau, V.R. 0 Bigineer W 
Myen, IMbel Wife w 11125 Nomes di V Rhoden, Loved D l.llborer W 
Mv-1, Ches Fwmer W !..men F. Ojer [9ic) A HouMwi1t W Robella, Jim D B 
1928 Names wf!h 'M Ollennon, Hany 0 . R Carpenter W Ruelvnan. C. [ledble) D Celpernr W 
Mlroua, lgza!z I Retired W OiNf\ E.E. D Carpenter w Ruebman, E. D Housewife W 
Mier, Paul L R Dewlap« W 1927 N!wnes will! v 1925 Ntrnn will! x 
Mier, Bemlce H. R House'#tfe W Otwtll, W.F. R Alilroad Man W Rousaeau, Ivan D D. Sherill W 
Muller, Paut T. D Clerf< w 1920 Names wl!h •p: 1926 Ntmtl wbb "R' 
Med9y, Frederica D School Teacher W Powel, J.C. A Farmer W F.M. Rlchardlon (lk:) D Inspector W 
Milehell, Sam R Laborer B Powell, Rousema V. D Married W Roberta, John D Laborer B 
1929 Nomos with 'M Pierce, Ch8lls [sic) w. D P061 Master w Rogeis, O.L R Laborer 8 
Milton, Jennette D Housewife W 1921 Nomes wl!h ·P" Relnschmlcl, D. D Housewife W 
Murr«y, Rev. J.D. D Melhod8t Mlrisler W Pierce, C.L. D Benldng W Reinlchmlcl, R. D Real Estate W 
Murrl!Y, Helen D Housewife w 1922 Nomn wl!h •P" Rollins, Robert R Pmlnter W 
1920 NlmM db 1K 
Mcl.Nn. F.W. R F- W 

PeflcQ, L V. D Marr1ed Real Estala W 
l 1124 N«nts wl!h T 

Raney, Lela R Houtekeepar W 
Raney, Chalfes L I laborer W 

Mc:KllY • .i.mee I F- W Porter, A.B. D Fanner W Rousaeau, EMy D Housewtle W 
Mc:KllY, Stele H. R Manled W 
Mcl.Nn. Clara R Married W 

Pieri;e, Cora A. D Single w 
Pien;e, HD. Ind Retired W 

E. Robetts (lie) R F1m1er B 
1927 N«nn will! "fl" 

1 !121 N«nn with 1K Pierce, Mary Ind Mlnled W Ross, Ralph D artcher W 
McMman, Ciers D Married W 
U!i2:2 Nwnee wilt! 'Mc' 

Porter, Estele L D Hcusewlfa W 
1925 Names w!!b "P' 

Roger$, Miu F. R Engineer W 
Rayman, Charla A. R Contractor W 

McCrsa, Fllle D laborer 8 
1924 Nl!!l!ll w!!b "Mc" 
McOown, John D l.llber (ale) W 

R.T. Parl<er [lie) D Dairyman W 
Ethel PIBICe (9ic:J I HouMwtle W 
Patrick, Charlie R laborer B 

Rayman, Glactfa A Housewife W 
Ruth, C.R. D Cigar Pecker W 
Rotman, 8ellle L R Houaewife w 

Mcl.llnl, T. M. D Bee Keeper W 
McLllnl, A. .B. D Housewife W 

Pllflips, J.H. R Aaat. Contractor B 
Peterson, C. E. R Gardener W 

RUS1811. Clem D Trucidng W 
RUS1811, Edna M. D Housewife W 

1925 Nwnes wl!b 'Mc" 1926 Names with •p: Robln8oo, Jake W 
Mra. Emma MacKay (9ic) R HouMwife W Perkins, DA R Reel Es11te W 1928 Nwnes with 'B" 

(Out of order. Should be under "Mj Perl<ros, D.G. R Reel Estele W Rosa, Edth D Housewife w 
l..J. Mll)'berTy [lie) D ()ptnllcw W Arnold P1m1er (sic] D Restaursnter [lie) W Roa, Cleude D Meal Cutter W 

(Out of order. Should be under "M") Palmer, Kalherlne D W Swindtl, Mra. F8Mlt D Housawi1e W 
1 !126 N«nM wl!b 'Mc" 
Mertus, H.-iy D Optnllor W 

(Out of order. Should be under "M'') 

Parker, E.F. D Plalerer W 
Powel, W.A. D Bridge Tender W 
Porter, C.C. D Truck Driver W 

(OIA al Order. Should be under "S") 
~. Midred D Single W 
Aultl, Gr.:e I. D W 

Mc:Oregor, Lucie D Se..,,._ w Porter, E. E. D Hol.Mwffe W Rayacber. John D Farme1 W 
Mmer, W.C. R l.abortr B Pmtin, Louis (sic) D W Rance [?), H. D Laborer W 

(Out of order. Should be under "M'') Partin, M.H. D R.E. Saletman W Robetts, Eslle N. R l.Alndross B 
Nutting, Frank A Reel Estate Stoker w l 927 Names wl!b "P' Roeeke, A. W. D l.llbor Foremen W 

(Out of order. Should be under "N'') Poole. Hany H. 0 Engineer W Richards, Mrs. MN Wffe w 
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