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A Word from the Editor—

This begins my fourth year as the Society’s President,
and my fourth year writing The Historian. | must report to you that
| feel more successful with the copy than | do with my
administrative role. Boynton, Palm Beach County, and the State
of Florida have such a rich historical heritage that material for the
newsletter abounds. People have been kind to share
photographs and stories, and there is a rich supply in our holdings
stored in the City Library. The Cultural Center and the Historical
Society of Palm Beach County are generous to share materials
when | ask, and other historical libraries probably would be also.

As your President | had hoped to accomplish several
things that are yet not done. We need more time applied to
archival cataloging and storage of the materials we own. We
need to have our Minority History Committee organized and
working. And we need more visibility in the community, and more
members and member involvement. A large share of Boynton's
history is slipping away with time, especially in the minority
community, and we need to see that information is located and
preserved for the future. Although the Library, the Historical
Society, and the Cultural Center have done some oral histories,
more need to be undertaken.  So you see, there is much to do. |
hope all of you will agree to help me when | contact you about
ways we can make the Boynton Beach Historical Society a greater
asset to our beautiful area and to find the means to serve our
members and friends better. | hope this year brings renewed

success to all our efforts.

Déneite

September Topic: The Civil War in

South Florida
Speaker: Rodney Dillon, Historian
Date: Monday, September 12,
2005
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Place: Boynton Woman’s Club

1010 S. Federal Hwy

Rodney E.Dillon, Jr. is a Florida “cracker,” born in Fort
Myers and raised in Palm Beach County. He graduated from
Palm Beach Gardens High School and received his BA in History
from Florida Atlantic University and his MA at the University of
Florida, where he wrote his master's thesis on “The Civil War in
South Florida.”

He has been Research Historian for the Fort Lauderdale
Historical Society and Administrator of the Broward County
Historical Commission. He has published several articles on
Florida history and served as editor of the “Broward Legacy”
historical journal. He and his partner, Barbara Poleo, currently
own and operate the Past Perfect Florida History bookstore in
the Ocean Plaza at 640 East Ocean Avenue in Boynton, selling
new, used and antiquarian books and specializing in Florida and

related topics.

Serving Boynton Beach, Ocean Ridge, Manalapan, Gulf Stream, Lantana, Hypoluxo, the Village of Golf, Briny Breezes
and all areas of West Boynton to US Hwy 441

Post Office Box 12 Boynton Beach FL 33425-0012




IN MEMORIAM

Rebecca Partin Merkel
[Photo courtesy of Gloria Turner]

The Historical Society lost one of its charter
members this summer. Rebecca Partin Merkel was a
long time resident of Boynton Beach having moved here
with her parents in the 1920s. She was a descendant
through her father Mott Hall Partin of Lyman Hall a signer
of the Declaration of Independence from Georgia. She
had been very active in the Daughters of the American
Revolution. She also participated regularly in the activities
of the Boynton Woman’s Club and in church—originally in
the First United Methodist Church of Boynton Beach, and
later in St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church. In 1939 she
married Norman B. Merkel who with his brother Jean
operated Alberts/Merkel Brothers Orchids for many years
on South Federal Highway.

Their home built on the intracoastal behind the
orchid nursery was razed by a developer to build Tuscany
Apartments. The house was unique and of historical
interest. It was built of antique Georgia bricks salvaged
from homes destroyed by General Sherman in his march
through Georgia during the Civil War. The Merkels had
them trucked in when they began construction.

A daughter, a sister, and an aunt also are current
members of the Boynton Beach Historical Society. Our
sympathy and best wishes to Judith Howard, Gloria Turner,

and Wilese Langford and to all others of Rebecca’s family.

Somethings New

Now available—a new book—Images of

America: Boynton Beach

The Boynton Beach City Library proudly
announces the publication of Images of America: Boynton
Beach.  This new 128-page local history book by M.
Randall Gill in conjunction with the Boynton Beach City
Library was co-authored by Library Associate and Archivist
Janet DeVries. The book includes over 200 vintage
photographs from the historical archives. Proceeds will
benefit the Schoolhouse Children’s Museum. Books are
available for purchase at the Boynton Beach City Library,
the Schoolhouse Children’s Museum and at local
bookstores. For more information call 561-742-6397 or
742-6380.

New for the City—the Boynton Beach Arts
Commission, chaired by Debby Coles-Dobay.

A special presentation for the members of the
Historical Society and the Boynton Woman's Club, has
been scheduled for Thursday, October 20- 2005, 1:30—
3:00 p.m. at the Senior Center, “Picturing Florida Program”
by artist Ellen Harvey. All are welcome, no admission.
More detail will be provided in the October issue of The
Historian.
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PRICE FIVE CENTS

Professor Qﬁiz "
Program Given

Boynton Bugle Staff Members

h|

High School Has
Two Assemblies

Boynton P.T.A.|, Programs
Girls Recelve Theater Party President Roosevelt’s Speech
As Winners; A. V. Peter- On Neutrality Heard By

son Is Professor Quiz ) Student Body
M. A, V, Petefwon acted as Pro-} . +f - The wchool
fiswor ‘Guik . T the “Proféesor| {acboniitiog in the oy TV two
Quis" progtam givén recently in| | In tha first chapel we nstened to
P. T. A. From an sudience of President R It's radio
seventy-two Mr. Mercer was| on the neutrality act. By the
chosen as oaptain of the boys| - amount of applause given parts of
team and Mrs, Benson was chosen the speech by members of Con-
as captain of the girls team. Mr. 'ETeas, we gathered that the main
Mercer chose Mr. Chester White, mﬂ.mmml
Mr, R. O, Myers, M. O. C. Knuth | was to keep America out of the
Brown to be on his team. Those| "l The second assembly was given
Yy Mrs. were Mrs, ] by Miss White's Latin class. Rev-
R o oot B | R S i 1o
; . The staff of the ton which the firat issue af the
Hood and Mrs, Herbert Keats, Mmm“mmw'.ﬂmmw t: | & sohoolroom scene was given by
(front row): mﬁ:uum atoass & i Alm &-mu';nmamuunm
Phillips, feature ' editor; (middle row): David H‘rﬁ Gettysburg m’ ;Mm J“:
e Flerce: ot | quelyn Partin gave a talk on the
manager; Clyde advertising manager; cali , Burnie Thompson re-
arge James, busineas W PrB- | Sited & Latin poem, Marion J
cipal; George anager. : - g
spoka Roman “%sl. an
\ o : Betty"buu Holden talked on *The
Boynton Gets New|Blues Reported In|Se: ot wiing part in e
ig [T T . - - LOW
Prodiicé Market: To| The Swim Again As | Autin_ Lenors  Benson, ~Junia
BeBigiBoast Here | Inlet Yields Catch |Aton Muray, Gien Murray, Ben-

City's Business To Be Helped
By Addition Of Com-
munity Market
The construction of a produce
‘marketing platform on the Dixie
Highway  was begun last week.

g { The building is being bulit by a

Delray Beach concern, The Gulf-

1,000 Or More Said To Have
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Vicltnawhelma Partin,
Tra¥lof;Cutrtis Weaver and Mary
Julis

Eng g Company,

whose bid of $4,685 was accepted.
The bids were opened Monday
October 2 in the Lake Worth
Drainage District fisld office at
Boynton for a bullding to be fifty
feet by one hundred fifty feet, and
frame strudture on a-concrete
foundation. With these plans the
Gulfitream g Company

joining m'tqili an r-‘hul

exp to p construction
on or about November 18,

Mr. H. E. Motter, secretdry of
the Boynton Produce Market,
states that, heretofore farmers
have had to haul their products all

that in the nearby territory, due to
the: fact that it has to be packed

| and shipped fromi Boynton to Pom-

This town will be directly and in-
ditectly affected in many
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ways with the advent of the mar-
ket.

WORTHMOR ICE CREAM

Our Daily Customers Are The Most Contented Spenders

The

Boynton Bugle was a publication of the historic oid Boynion High School. It was printsd on newspeint in the format shown here. Students wrole the

arficles under the guidance of two faculty advisors, Mrs. Roxanne McCall and Mrs. Laura Watson.  Marjorle Bynum, a member of the Historical Sodiely, in
preparing 1o move fo Sebring, found two coples of the Boynton Bugle In an old trunk that had belonged to her mother, Etta Lamb, and sent them to the adior of
The Historian. During the year, we will print both coples in full.  Each issue is 4 pages, but we wil print the first and fourth pages together because some of the
1 articles from page one are confinued on page four. Pages two and three from this lssue will be included in next month's Historfan.
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Page Four BOYNTON BUGLE Friday, October 13, 1030
Carolina. And gee whiz! Was she| IN THE CAFETERIA DeLand, Fla. While at Stetson she
DO“I"‘LDO&NO\V" in & dither! To everything you| Ioe cream is mow being served| taught all private speech work for
mid to her, she would just giggle.| in the cafeteria, and we are very| TWo ysars, She was a member
Bl.ﬂ' Te, he, he. And then we saw you|prond of the box In we keep Theta Alpha Phi, national honor-
making eyes at Scotty French in| 't Thers are ususny two or three ary dramatic
mh‘h“ N J W W WS gy - 'm DLW LA PTG, “rm,mnmwamt'
o i achool Ia fairty resk: | Pecteotly on everything. chocolate and sweet milk and|ing seventh grade literature, spell-
with romance and gossip. fome of the last year senior|sometime deserts other than ice|ing and geography, eighth grade
hﬁn-mmmmm“‘“"‘"‘-‘“m“ cream served. history, literature, spelling, health
8, it up and takes:notios| MUY by VUEHa Seoes, Patay and ture. She also teaches®
v Ry rprkireny and Jean Jones. We are R QUIZ Latin 1 and 111. She s a gra-
Well, it 1a so! i rmmm?.hm (Continued from Page One) g:mou::msuucm:;nm
m’ n“h'l' Clyde ‘omen., Tallnhassee & WAaSs
Hr’:th'-nllmhl:c mx’:n; boys, don't yout evening the girls enpoyed & thea-| o i1ont “of the classical club,
l‘htqlﬂh'ln?otmﬁl‘- s toslly. Sass when Mrs, Fred Benson was the re-| business manager of the annual
ﬁmm o waa| [00y S their nkme fn this catumn| A 0t T Ty cy and & member of the Latin honor-
foing on st gear, But what hap-| b0t we knowthey fust lovs it o) 5 ary Fet Sigma Ph.
L ' » - v - - 'y
mﬂh;:nd:mb! ’cmzhhn'hﬂmb“’.mmh% lli.-l.mﬂu:::w, wnou:
é phacin gettis ar o T o m"_l!.'_l:.k ammnm‘::mdmmmhm
m-_uutm!h. w“mm men and the following two years
Scotty, you had to live over by Three new teachers have been Slena Heights College in
Lorraine this year. You st least ndded to the high school faculty| Adrian, Mich.
ik i e R
Since Phyllis Lamb left’ Bob Woolbright. who is teaching the first grade.
‘Whits His really looked dowh and ] Charias” Watson, who is| She Is & graduate of Stetson Uni-
out. Don’t mind, Bob, she'll dome teaching English and speech, and| versity at DeLand, Fla. For the
back somaday. ' literary adviser for the school| past several years she has attend-
Toppy, We are realiy and truly is & graduste of Greensboro| ed summer school at Duke Univer-
sorry thiat Ellen {si't coming here | Greensboro, N, C. Later| sity. She taught at Jupiter and
to pohoo} instead, of Delray. sho rocelved her Master of Arts| Westgates before coming to Boyn-
_ m""wW'mw'ﬁ from Btetson University at| ton.
you can't-tell what ‘wilt ‘happen,
Standard
Service .
Station CREAMERY CO.
BOYNTON, FLA. -
S . MitK... CREAM
ATLAS TIRES, TUBES AND
o ICE CREAM
PHONE 7175
Compliments Of ¥
" ‘RO .‘I Al'm WEST PALM BEACH, FLA.
i x  *x % *
Cater's
Furniture
Easy Terma
WEST PALM BEACH
=3 i
Crew's Feeds IDEAL DRUG CO.
Fill Your Nesds Rexall Drug Department Store
- - FOUNTAIN; BREAKFAST-LUNCH-SUPPER
EXCOLUSIVE COSMETIC DEPARTMENT
Roberts COMPLETE TOBACCO DEPARTMENT
Furniture Free Delivery — Phone 45
m LAKE WORTH
JACKSON BROTHERS |
MODEL AIRPLANE
SUPFPLIES

600 Clematis Street at

For those of us who can remember, some of the advertissments recall a different world. Coca-Cola was popular then, 100, but a six-ounce bolfle cost
only five cents. Litle four-ounce paper cups of Alfar le cream came in a variely of flavors and had collectible ids of movie slar's picures. They, 100, cost a
nickel. Special filavors of ice cream were avallable al Worthmor in Lake Worth. Your editor's favorile flavor for al least a year was “Mierbug,* lo take advantage
of the name of the popular dance, (Thdimmmauﬂl—mmmhmuﬂﬂmw.m“hnmhuﬂd.]asyoubok
over the paper, note the kinds of storles the students included—it was town news for Boynlon and the paper was enthusiastically supported through business ads.
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First Palm Beach County Sheriff's Patrol, ca. 1957

Two early Boynton families were represented in this group. In the front row, fourth from left, is Buddy Partin. Pat
McGregor Murphy is standing, third from right. Pat lost his battle with cancer just last month. (His sister, Sue Murphy
Beaman, served as the Historical Society’s Treasurer for many years.) Buddy died several years ago. He was a brother to
Rebecca Partin Merkel whose memory we honor on page 2 of this issue of The Historian. (Photo courtesy of Sue Beaman)

At the time John Kirk became Sheriff, his Department’s role was very limited in law enforcement. Its duties
consisted of providing bailiffs in the courts, maintaining the county jail, serving summons, and answering calls only when
people called in that a crime had occurred in the county. Sheriff Kirk divided the county into four districts with 16 deputies
divided among them who were assigned to patrol the rural area of Palm Beach County on a 24/7 schedule. This changed
the role of the Department in county law enforcement substantially.

Gulfstream Author to Speak in October Administration. ~ The Historian will provide additional
Robert W. Ganger is a retired corporate information in the October issue.

executive and business development consultant who owns
a home in Gulfstream, “Miradero,” that once belonged to
Lila Vanderbilt Webb. Inspired by research related to the
restoration of this house, he wrote a book about the life of
the original owner, Lila Vanderbilt Webb’s Miradero:
Window on an Era , published by the Historical Society of
Palm Beach County.

Mr. Ganger is a graduate of Yale University and

attended Harvard Graduate School of Business
Lila Vanderbilt Webb, ¢ 1901
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